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Reductions in hospital services – just weeks away
In about two to three weeks from today, the public will begin to see further curtailments in critical parts of our hospital services. This follows the recommendation by the HSE to the Medical Council that the number of doctor training posts in our hospitals be cut from 4,800 to 3,600 from July.
Irish Hospital Consultants Association President Dr Paul Oslizlok said: “Everybody knows that these qualified doctors who are training to be specialists carry out a very large part of the work of any hospital. With demand for services increasing, such a radical reduction in a vital area of hospital staffing will have immediate and far reaching effects.  The HSE has been fully aware, for some time that these extraordinary recommendations will lead to the curtailment of acute services in many hospitals. Some accident and emergency and obstetrical services may have to close.” 

“Warning bells have been ringing, particularly in small to medium sized hospitals, as the sudden drop in the number of doctors is predicted to force closure or curtailment of some acute hospital services. The response of the HSE to this well flagged crisis has been disorganised and ineffective.”
“The Royal Colleges and other training bodies, who have for centuries been successful in organising post-graduate medical training, have been upstaged by the HSE, in the guise of the Medical Education Training Unit (METU). The result is that there will now be 1,200 doctors who have not succeeded in securing specialist training posts placed in the General Division of the Register of the Medical Council. These doctors, who did not manage to secure training places, will now be allowed to practice independently.  They will be free to practice medicine without having their competence formally certified. We are left therefore with the extraordinary position that the more successful doctors will remain under supervision while those who did not succeed in getting a training post will be free to practice independently. “
  “The HSE must act quickly and decisively to protect the public from service deficiencies. In the longer term, the HSE must strike a better balance in fulfilling its statutory duty to provide quality medical training posts, while at the same time guaranteeing  a safe level of medical manpower, at all levels.”
The Association will meet with the Minister for Health & Children on Wednesday next. We will impress on her the need to protect the public and, if necessary, that she must amend the Medical Practitioners Act before July.
Dr Paul Oslizlok is available for interview
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