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17 June 2010


For Immediate Release

HSE Accepts IHCA Proposal
A delegation from the Association, led by the President, Dr Paul Oslizlok, met with the Minister for Health & Children last evening. The major item on the agenda was the looming crisis in NCHD staffing crystallised by the decision to significantly reduce the number of specialist training places for qualified doctors.
The Association welcomes the decision of the HSE to belatedly adopt the IHCA proposal, made when we met with Prof Drumm two weeks ago, to urgently reconsider the HSE recommendation to the Medical Council regarding the number of training places. We trust the Medical Council will now revise the number of approved training places and registration arrangements, as required under the Medical Practitioners Act.
It is unlikely that the change of mind on the part of the HSE will materially alter the anticipated shortfall in doctor numbers from July 1st. Some services will still be curtailed or cancelled. The decision will, however, allow an opportunity to balance the service and training needs of our health service in a more structured and organised fashion over time. The Association believes that this process could take at least two years to implement properly to avoid risks to patients.
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