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19th November 2009

GEN 91

National Circular

Industrial Action – Tuesday November 24th
Dear Member,

The National Council clarified the position of the Association with regard the proposed day of industrial action (Tuesday November 24th next) at its meeting on Saturday November 14th last.  The policy of the Association remains unchanged and members are advised as follows with regard to the industrial action planned on the 24th or any subsequent days of such action which may follow.
(a) Consultants carry ultimate responsibility for the management of their patients and therefore they should not restrict their practice in any way on occasions of industrial action.

(b) The Association recognizes that, due to industrial action taken by other hospital staff, cancellation of non emergency work may well take place.

(c) While the Association recognizes the right of citizens to take industrial action, the primary obligation of consultants in legal and ethical terms is to place the treatment and welfare of patients first and before all.  Therefore consultants are advised to carry out their normal duties in so far as may be possible during any industrial action which may take place over the coming weeks/months.

[image: image2.jpg]RISH HOSPITAL
CONSULTANTS
ASSOCIATION




