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EMBARGO - Thursday 22 October 2009 (Not for publication before 3:00 pm)
Look to real needs – not arbitrary numbers
_____________________________________

In its detailed submission for the 2010 Budget, the Irish Hospital Consultants Association has said that funding for the health service should be based on actual patient needs for health services, not on the sort of arbitrary budgets that the HSE has produced in recent years.

The President of the Irish Hospital Consultants Association Dr Paul Oslizlok said: “It makes no sense for the government to address the financial crisis by just lopping percentages from columns of figures which are already overstretched and restricting the delivery of healthcare services to patients throughout the country.  Instead, we should look at our most basic needs and prioritise them.  There are two key features of the health budget that make it quite unlike any other sort of public spending.  First, no one chooses to be sick: it is a measure of a civilized society that we do whatever is necessary to assist those who require healthcare services.  Second, the Irish health budget in recent years has underprovided for the major changes in our society, which add to health expenditure, such as the ageing population, increase in births and the rise in unemployment.”
Dr Oslizlok said that balancing patient care and budget restrictions seems to have been excessively driven by the need to stay within budgets, which underestimated demand in the first place.  He said that in the last three years acute hospitals have delivered inpatient, day case and outpatient services well in excess of HSE targets despite underfunded budgets.  Dr Oslizlok said that, with continuing increases in patient demand for healthcare services, it is vitally important that the health budget is resourced properly as healthcare is a basic human right that should be prioritised even in a recession.
The IHCA Pre Budget Submission outlines the many restrictions that are constraining the delivery of patient care including doubling of the number of delayed patient discharges which is blocking over 900 beds that could be used to treat new acute patients. An additional 934 beds are not available for use this year partly due to planned reductions, while over 40,000 children and adults are on lists awaiting treatment and there is an increased use of trolleys and significant delays in admissions in hospitals throughout the country. 
The IHCA recommends that the 2010 HSE Budget needs to be fully resourced, unlike recent years, to resolve the constraints.  It recommends that the 2010 HSE Budget should be increased by €650 million (+ 4.3%) compared with the 2009 budget to provide for shortfalls in the current year and allow for the expected increased demand for acute hospital and mental health services.  It also recommends that the budget should provide scope for an additional cost of €330 million in medical card and demand led schemes to allow for the full year impact in 2010 of the increase in unemployment continuing at current levels.
A copy of the full submission is available on request

Dr Paul Oslizlok, President IHCA, is available for interview
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