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IHCA 
PSYCHIATRIC 
ILLNESS, 
INNOVATIVE 
APPROACHES 
TO TREATMENT 
AND 
IMPLICATIONS 
OF FUTURE 
LEGISLATION

Winter Hall, 
Royal College of  
Physicians of Ireland

Wednesday 
16th April 2025

PROGRAMME

OPENING/EXHIBITIONS/NETWORKING/REGISTRATION
(Coffee and Canapes) 

Welcome
Prof Gabrielle Colleran, IHCA President & Dr Brian O’Connell, 
EM Consultant & Sustainable Healthcare Lead, NSW, Australia

Accelerating and Amplifying Sustainable Healthcare  
Dr Brian O’Connell, EM Consultant & Sustainable Healthcare Lead, 
NSW, Australia

Standing on the shoulders of giants
Guest International Speaker — TBC

Tackling climate issues drives better healthcare    
Dr Philip Crowley, National Director, HSE Strategy and Research Directorate

The wave is here — Irish momentum 
Dr Ana Rakovac, Consultant Chemical Pathologist, Tallaght University 
Hospital & Irish Doctors for the Environment

Sparking your idea!
Mr Jared Gormly, Head of the HSE Spark Innovation Programme

Panel Discussion: Dr Brian O’Connell, Dr Philip Crowley, Dr Ana Rakovac, 
Mr Jared Gormly, and Dr Donall O’Croinín, Consultant Anaesthesiologist, 
Mercy University Hospital & Chair of the Sustainability Committee of the 
College of Anaesthesiologists of Ireland

Afternoon Tea & Opportunity to visit Exhibition Booths

Driving down low value care in the ED                            
Dr Sandy Robertson, Consultant in Adult and Paediatric Emergency 
Medicine & Co-Lead of the Royal College of Emergency Medicine’s 
GreenED programme

7 Acts you can start today                               
Prof Hugh Montgomery, Professor of Intensive Care Medicine at 
University College London & Co-Chair of the Lancet Countdown on 
Climate Change

Mr Ciarán Hughes, Financial Planner and Director, Ethico 

From zero to 100 — Organisational Transformation
Dr Eleanor Cooke, Consultant Psychiatrist, St Pancras Hospital, London & 
Fossil Free Psych Spokesperson

Panel Discussion: Dr Sandy Robertson, Mr Ciarán Hughes, Dr Eleanor 
Cook, and Dr Rosa McNamara, Consultant in Emergency Medicine, St 
Vincent’s University Hospital & HSE Clinical Lead for the National Clinical 
Programme for Emergency Medicine 

Summary & Next Steps

Optional: Meet the Speakers, IHCA Network, Exhibition Booths

Event Close

Please note: This agenda may be subject to change.

The Banking Hall, College Green Hotel
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IHCA 
SUSTAINABLE
HEALTHCARE 
SYMPOSIUM

College Green Hotel,
Dublin 2
(formerly The Westin)

Saturday 11th January 
2025
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IMPLEMENTING SUSTAINABLE HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS
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13:35

13:50
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13:00  NETWORKING/REGISTRATION
Lunch

14:00 Welcome 
 Prof Anne Doherty, Vice President IHCA 
& Mr Jim Daly, CEO IHCA

SESSION 1

14:10   The lived experience of Psychiatric illness 
The Service Users experience 

Innovative practice / approaches to treatment  
in Psychiatry

14:40  Dr Elizabeth Gethins, Consultant Psychiatrist, 
Crisis Resolution Team, HSE Sligo Leitrim 
Mental Health Services  
 - Right Care, Right Place, Right Time

15:05   Dr Sarah O’Dwyer, Consultant Psychiatrist 
(General Adult and Later Life), 
St Patrick's Mental Health Services 
The Future of Psychiatry - Respecting Rights, 
Balancing Risk, Treating Illness

15:30  Panel Discussion

16:00 Tea / Coffee / Light Refreshments

SESSION 2

16:30  Dr Lorcan Martin, President College of Psychiatrists 
 The Mental Health Bill  

- One step forward, two steps back? 

17:00    Dr Donal O’Hanlon, Consultant Psychiatrist, 
Clinical Director 
- IHCA Position paper – Mental Health Bill

17:30 Panel Discussion 

17:55 Concluding remarks 

Please note: This agenda may be subject to change.  

4 CPD Points approved for Attendees




